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Baby Bundles for the Daughters' Dinner: 
The Fellowship Committee has been busy planning this
year’s Daughter’s Dinner! As tradition has it, we would
like to assemble Baby Bundles for CAMO during the

event. On the bulletin board in the Gathering Area, you
will find tags of the items needed for the Baby

Bundles. Take a tag, purchase the item on the card, and
return the item to the clothes basket by Feb. 25th. Our

goal is to assemble 40 Baby Bundles. If you would
rather have a member of the Fellowship Committee do

your shopping for you, cash donations will also be
accepted. Thank you for your support of this mission
and we hope to see you at the Daughters' Dinner on

March 2nd!

Daughters Through the Decades!
It is that time of year again! The Fellowship committee will
be hosting the 2024 Daughters Event on March 2nd. The
theme this year will be “Through the Decades” and we will

be celebrating through time! As an added bit of fun this
year, we are asking everyone to dress in clothes that
reflect the year you graduated from high school, if

possible. Dinner will of course be served, and after dinner
we will have dancing through the decades where Megan

Mowrer will lead us in a few dances. We will also be
assembling baby bundles for CAMO so watch the

Gathering Area for the cards to purchase items. As always,
the evening will be full of food and fun! So, come join us as

we journey back in time! Tickets will be sold Feb. 11th,
18th, and 25th after church in the Gathering Area or you
can purchase in the Church Office beginning Feb. 12th.  

Ticket prices will be:
$10 for adults 11 and up

$6 for children 3-10
Children 2 and under will be free.



                                                    On Sunday, March 3, we will welcome Abigail Reed to           
                                                Christ Church to share her experiences as a mission intern 
                                                 serving in South Korea for Global Ministries, the joint 
                                                   international mission ministry between the UCC and the 
                                                   Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). She will speak to our 
                                                    Sunday school classes and other interested persons at 
                                                    9 a.m. and then share her message during our worship 
                                                   service.
                                                     Abigail is from West Salem and is a member at Trinity 
                                               UCC in Wooster. Her work in South Korea was through the 
                                             Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea (PROK), a 
                                          partner denomination with Global Ministries. She wrote this 
                                       description of her work: 

     Through the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea, I primarily worked at
Yeonggang Shema Christian School; an alternative elementary and middle school that strives
to provide students with a global vision through practicing love and consideration for others

that resembles that of Jesus. Here, I taught speaking classes to grades 1 through 8 with a
focus on students building self-confidence in their language abilities. I also taught at

Yeonggang Church Daycare. The purpose of these classes was to help the younger children
gain an interest in learning a second language. Outside of the classroom, I was responsible for

English programming such as Christmas musicals, summer camps, and spelling bees. In
addition to teaching, I assisted the Shema’s pastor in forming connections with other

international schools where our students may be able to study part-time.
      

     It is an honor to be able to hear first-hand from those among us who are called to
serve the wider church in mission – and especially one whose faith formation took place
in Wayne County! Abigail’s presentations to us will give us a bit of insight into the way
the United Church of Christ engages in important ministry on our behalf beyond the
walls of Christ Church, the Living Water Association, and the Heartland Conference. She
represents how a portion of our denominational support, known as Our Church’s Wider
Mission (OCWM), is at work elsewhere in the world.
      We hope you will join us in welcoming Abigail and hearing how she has answered her
call to serve God.

       Grace and peace,
       Pastor Brian

 I Wonder as I Wander...



December 31, 2023

Current Fund                         Month of         Year-to-Date        Last Year
                                               Dec 2023
Sunday Offerings                   $ 33,599              $237,349       $ 243,979 
Other Income                         $   4,614              $   17,100       $     5,033
Expenses                                 $ 23,802             $ 254,414       $ 284,462
Net Surplus (Deficit)              $ 14,411              $          34       $ (35,449)

Benevolent Fund                    $   3,220             $  35,476        $   35,827
Christmas Fund/Vets Cross   $  1,412              $    1,607        $        400
Advent/Salvation Army          $     360              $       360        $        344
Pastor's Emergency Fund      $   1,074              $    7,270        $     8,841
    

Treasurer's Report

Church Council Meeting Summary from December 12, 2023
Pastor Burke offered a spiritual reflection and prayer. Minutes from the November 14 council meeting and the November 19
Congregational meeting were approved. Treasurer’s report was approved, subject to audit. Pastor and Staff reports were
reviewed. Committee Reports: Care and Community - continued discussion around the AED in the hallway. Options will be
researched and reported in February. Mission and Outreach - has begun making plans for a bed build. Location will be the
Mosley Building on Main Street. Dates will be determined. Administration and Resources – a broken curtain pull will be
repaired. Old Business – Discussion on building security. A Knox Box will be installed so that the fire department will have
immediate access to the building in the event of an emergency. This will be coordinated with the Orrville Fire Chief. A new
security system with Schmidt Security is being installed. At this time, keys will continue to be used. New Business – There was
discussion concerning new council members possibly receiving a notebook with CUCC by-laws, a copy of the church
constitution, organizational structure, and other helpful items. There was discussion on soliciting new members to serve as
Elders, with a tentative installation on January 21.

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE
December 2023/January 2024

                                             Pastor Emergency Fund Balance is $455.

THANK YOU everyone for your faithful donations throughout the year! We were able to erase the deficit and end the year with a
$34 surplus! Thank you for your generous giving this past year for current expenses, benevolent and special offerings.

Brian Amstutz, Treasurer

Church Council Meeting Summary from January 9, 2024
Church Profile Review – Julie Yates was present to answer any questions concerning a draft of the search profile that had
been sent to the council for review. The committee was meeting January 9. Katherine is meeting with the Living Waters
Association minister to discuss the profile and the next steps to be taken. Spiritual Reflection & Prayer provided by Pastor
Burke. Minutes were approved from the December 2023 meeting. Treasurer’s Report - the December 2023 report and the
2023 yearly report were reviewed. There was a surplus of $34.27! Report was approved, subject to audit.                                          
Staff reports - Pastor Burke included a letter stating he was retiring. His last Sunday in the Christ Church pulpit will be Easter
Sunday, March 31. Confirmation will take place Palm Sunday.  Katherine will discuss pulpit supply options with the association
minister. Faith Formation/Marketing - Kaylene is researching new designs for the church website, and the church logo.                  
Committee Reports: Worship & Faith - sanctuary decorations have been stored. Care & Community - Julie F met with Jackie
Gresser concerning the AED.  Julie F will take the temporary lead for funeral meals, with Connie Duffy helping. Ash
Wednesday meal planning is underway. Mission & Outreach – Bed Build will take place in Mosley’s Warehouse on Main
Street. Several dates are being considered. Administration & Resources – Property report from Joe Hranko: Hot water
heating system is losing pressure from time to time and not properly heating rooms. Right now, it is stable. Security system has
been installed. When to begin using it depends on coordinating building use. Conference room updates - the room has been
painted. Council approved the purchase of the paint and updating the wood. Furnace condensation is the back hallway and old
youth room - continued problems with the drywall and flooring. Elevator cables need to be replaced at a cost of $ 4374.
Moved and seconded to approve, with money taken from the facilities reserve. Other New Business – Discussion concerning
a new video camera/controller for live streaming. An equipment update is needed with so many people turning to
livestreaming. Kaylene conducted the research for a new system. Everything will be controlled in the sound room and will
have a permanent monitor. The old cameras and system can be used in other areas of the church. Moved and seconded to
take money from the Katherine Reeder fund. Funds for extra cables or connections will be taken from the technology fund.            
Additional Spiritual Council ‘Elders’ were approved – Joe Hranko, Shirley Weyrauch. Installation will take place January 21,
2024. All council members will also be installed on that date. The next council meeting is Tuesday, February 13, 7 PM, in the
church parlor. All are invited to attend.



Youth Fellowship (6th -12th grades)
2/4: 6-8pm at the church
2/11: 6-8pm at the church
2/18: 6-8pm at the church
2/25: Bowling at Wayne Lanes

Youth News Art & Soul:
Art and soul will meet on Thursday,

February 15th at 6:30 in the pole room.
This month we’ll enjoy a devotion and a St.
Patrick’s Day craft! Please sign up on the
office board if you know you’re coming.

Bigs & Littles
Please join us on Tuesday, February 13th for our
Valentine’s Day party! We’ll gather in the
Fellowship Hall from 6-7pm for a Bible lesson,
crafts, activities, and a snack. Everyone ages
Kindergarten and younger with an adult is
welcome to attend! Can’t make it this month?
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 12th.

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the staff and Advisory Board of the Orrville
Salvation Army-Maiwurm Service Center, we want to express
our gratitude and say thank you for your generosity this
Christmas Season! The Angel Tree program was successful
because of your contributions of gifts. The total number of
families blessed this year was 101. A total of 1,093 gifts were
given out this season to 349 children and their families in our
local area. This project is such a remarkable time for us as your
generosity is shown to a child unknown to you. Thank you for
making a child’s Christmas special this year and blessing these
families. Thank you for joining us in “Doing the Most Good”.

It is because of your concern and gracious spirit that we can
address the needs of those individuals in the communities of
Orrville, Dalton, Kidron, Marshallville and North Lawrence.
Thank you again for your generosity and may God bless you in
2024.

Enclosed are a few thank you notes written from Angel Tree
recipient families.

Sincerely,
Bethany S. Fuller
Service Center Director

A Heartfelt Thank You!!

Youth & Mentor Outing:
Our youth and mentor pairs are
invited to attend an outing on
February 11th. We’ll leave after
worship and head to lunch in
Wooster. After lunch, we’ll
participate in a fun activity: axe
throwing! Please let Lisa know if
you plan on attending.

“Thank you so much for helping my family in
this time of need. God Bless & Merry

Christmas”

“Thank you so much for the gifts so my
children can have a Christmas! God Bless,

Merry Christmas”

“Thank you for helping out our family, we
appreciate and are very thankful to you. Merry

Christmas to you and your family.”



No Potluck in February:
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we will need to cancel the February potluck on

February 18th. Please join us for the potluck on March 17th!

Bed Build Update
Thanks to our own Mark Abel and Dan Holderman (from Orrville Methodist Church)

who are busy assembling ten bed kits to be delivered in the coming weeks to the
Orrville Salvation Army for distribution to needy families.  Coverage of the costs

involved for these bed kits comes from several sources, including but not limited to
specified donations from members of Christ Church and the Orrville Area United Way.  
Anyone interested in designating a donation to this effort only needs to specify "BED

BUILD" on their giving envelope, on their check, or via the appropriate spot through the
online giving process. All beds are twin beds. If you wish to donate hard goods, such as

bedding, new/gently used, clean TWIN-sized sheet sets are needed, 
as well as new pillows.  

After talking with Lisa Yeagley, we have set Sunday, May 19, as our Bed Build 2024
Event. Everyone is invited to step in and help our CUCC Youth. There are multiple

"jobs" and mentoring opportunities for volunteers, plus safety and fun abound - so don't
miss out. Come witness the synergy and help! Any questions - please reach out to 

Anna Davidson or Lisa Yeagley.  

A Prayer for 2024:

(Written by Emily Curie, submitted by Judy Kropf)

O Holy Love,

We come to you at the beginning of a challenging year, with thanks for your steadfast care
of us throughout our lives so far. This year seems stacked against us with political

divisions, war, climate disasters, homeless migrants, gun violence proliferation, and on
and on. It makes us tired before we begin.

But we believe, as I saw on a needlepoint hanging:

GOD WHO HAS BROUGHT US HITHER TO
WILL LEAD US ALL ON OUR JOURNEY THROUGH

The message of Christmas is GOD IS WITH US

Help us to maintain our faith in Democracy, the shared humanity of all people, and most
of all the power of your Love to subdue all fear throughout the year ahead.

May we continue to initiate acts of kindness without expectation of reciprocity or future
heavenly reward. Grant us courage and optimism for 2024. We’ll need them both.

AMEN



2/01 Mark Clark 
2/01 Saylor Ballentine 
2/02 Linda Smucker 
2/02 Greg Bumgardner 
2/02 Tom Baer 
2/03 Jim Nelson 
2/03 Lee Wade 
2/03 Richard Blondeaux 
2/03 Scott Swinehart 
2/04 Dorothy Hahn 
2/05 Jameson Gardner 
2/05 Andy Stocker 
2/06 Sandy Amstutz 
2/06 Brian Orosz 
2/06 Elliot Brown 
2/07 James Hahn 
2/08 Randy Gehres 
2/09 Paula Kohler 
2/10 Corey Midura 
2/11 Ellen Clark 
2/12 Richard Jones 
2/12 Traci Williams 
2/12 Jaron Browne

Anniversaries
2/01 Bruce & Rhonda Weeman 
2/12 Al & Carol Yeagley 
2/13 Bob & Linda Ballentine 
2/14 Robert & Karen Markley 
2/19 David & Judy Browne 
2/28 Jeremy & Chelsey Fry 

Birthdays
2/12 Antonio Mangano 
2/12 Logan Boggs 
2/12 Maverick Curtis 
2/12 Fiona Curie 
2/13 Russ Davidson 
2/13 Cindy Zimmerman 
2/14 Judy Miller 
2/14 Laura Allard 
2/14 Lillian Louanglath 
2/15 Kurtis Sprowls 
2/16 Kimberly Hopsecger 
2/17 Gordon Maupin 
2/17 Sue Ritchie 
2/17 Josh Smith 
2/19 Krista Musser 
2/19 Grant Curtis 
2/21 Audra Simmavanh 
2/22 Ruth Harrington 
2/22 Robert Weeman 
2/25 Carol Jones 
2/26 Colin Abel 
2/27 Mark Gehres 
2/27 Katelyn Malcuit

A Note from the Stewardship Team
The Stewardship Team would like to add our thanks to everyone in the congregation who

helped to resolve the deficit that we were facing toward the end of the year in 2023.
Because of the generosity of our faithful members, we ended the year with a surplus of

$34.00. This was a group effort because of faithful giving throughout the entire year, not
just the extra giving that was provided in December.

-Stewardship Team



Women’s Retreat:
“More Than”

Calling all women! Have you ever felt less than enough? Unimportant? Come
rediscover your power and learn about your importance in Christ at our “More Than”

women’s retreat! This year’s retreat will be held Saturday, February 24th through
Sunday, the 25th. We’ll meet at the church late morning, go to lunch as a group, enjoy
a group activity, and then head down to Templed Hills for the remainder of our time
together. The cost of this year’s retreat will be $55 and will include lodging, Saturday
night dinner, and Sunday breakfast (the cost of Saturday lunch will be on your own).
We will plan to head home Sunday morning around 11:00. With plans in place to sell
Templed Hills by the end of 2024, this could be our last chance to spend time at the

camp, and as well as enjoying a wonderful retreat, be a good opportunity to say
“goodbye” to Templed Hills. Registration can be done online through our 

church website or through the QR code below. Deadline to register is Sunday, 
February 11th. Contact Kaylene Holderman with any questions. 


